
“I Have a Dream…”  
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Author: King, Martin Luther, Jr. (Southern Christian Leadership Conference) 
Date: August 28, 1963 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
 
Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to 
millions of Negro slaves [Audience:] (Yeah) who had been seared in the flames of withering 
injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity. (Hmm) 
 
But one hundred years later (All right), the Negro still is not free. (My Lord, Yeah) One hundred 
years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the 
chains of discrimination. (Hmm) One hundred years later (All right), the Negro lives on a lonely 
island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later 
(My Lord) [applause], the Negro is still languished in the corners of American society and finds 
himself in exile in his own land. (Yes, yes) And so we’ve come here today to dramatize a 
shameful condition. 
... 
I say to you today, my friends [applause], so even though we face the difficulties of today and 
tomorrow (Uh-huh), I still have a dream. (Yes) It is a dream deeply rooted in the American 
dream. (Yes) 
I have a dream (Mhm) that one day (Yes) this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of 
its creed (Hah): “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.” (Yeah, 
Uh-huh, Hear hear) [applause] 
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia (Yes, Talk), the sons of former slaves 
and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of 
brotherhood. 
I have a dream (Yes) [applause] that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering 
with the heat of injustice (Yeah), sweltering with the heat of oppression (Mhm), will be 
transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice 
I have a dream (Yeah) [applause] that my four little children (Well) will one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. (My 
Lord) I have a dream today. [enthusiastic applause] 
I have a dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists (Yes, Yeah), with its 
governor having his lips dripping with the words of “interposition” and “nullification” (Yes), one 
day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little 
white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. I have a dream today. [applause] (God help 
him, Preach) 
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted (Yes), every hill and mountain shall be 
made low, the rough places will be made plain (Yes), and the crooked places will be made 
straight (Yes), and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed [cheering], and all flesh shall see it 
together. (Yes Lord) 
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This is our hope. (Yes, Yes) This is the faith that I go back to the South with. (Yes) With this faith 
(My Lord) we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. (Yes, All right) 
With this faith (Yes) we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation (Yes) into a 
beautiful symphony of brotherhood. (Talk about it) With this faith (Yes, My Lord) we will be able 
to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together (Yes), to stand up 
for freedom together (Yeah), knowing that we will be free one day. [sustained applause] 
... 
And when this happens [applause] (Let it ring, Let it ring), and when we allow freedom ring (Let 
it ring), when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city 
(Yes Lord), we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children (Yeah), black men 
(Yeah) and white men (Yeah), Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics (Yes), will be able 
to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual: “Free at last! (Yes) Free at last! 
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!” [enthusiastic applause] 
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Poetry Monologue -- Dead Poets Society 
 
By Tom Shulman 
 
Monologue delivered by Robin Williams as Mr. Keating 
 
1989 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7OE6bDfM2M 
 
“Excrement. That's what I think of Mr. J. Evans Pritchard. We're not laying pipe, we're talking 
about poetry. How can you describe poetry like American Bandstand? I like Byron, I give him a 
42, but I can't dance to it. Now I want you to rip out that page. Go on, rip out the entire page. 
You heard me, rip it out. Rip it out! Go on, rip it out....Gentlemen, tell you what, don't just tear 
out that page, tear out the entire introduction. I want it gone, history. Leave nothing of it. Rip it 
out. Rip! Begone J. Evans Pritchard, Ph.D. Rip, shred, tear. Rip it out. I want to hear nothing but 
ripping of Mr. Pritchard. We'll perforate it, put it on a roll. It's not the Bible, you're not gonna go to 
hell for this. Go on, make a clean tear, I want nothing left of it....Rip it out, rip!...I don't hear 
enough rips....Keep ripping, gentlemen. This is a battle, a war. And the casualties could be your 
hearts and souls. (​collecting scraps of paper in a metal wastebasket​)  
 
“Thank you, Mr. Dalton. Armies of academics going forward, measuring poetry. No, we will not 
have that here. No more of Mr. J. Evans Pritchard. Now in my class, you will learn to think for 
yourselves again. You will learn to savor words and language. No matter what anybody tells 
you, words and ideas can change the world. I see that look in Mr. Pitt's eye, like 19th Century 
literature has nothing to do with going to business school or medical school. Right? Maybe. Mr. 
Hopkins, you may agree with him, thinking 'Yes, we should simply study our Mr. Pritchard and 
learn our rhyme and meter and go quietly about the business of achieving other ambitions.' I 
have a little secret for ya. Huddle up. Huddle up! 
 
“We don't read and write poetry because it's cute. We read and write poetry because we are 
members of the human race. And the human race is filled with passion. Medicine, law, 
business, engineering, these are noble pursuits, and necessary to sustain life. But poetry, 
beauty, romance, love, these are what we stay alive for. To quote from Whitman: 'O me, o life of 
the questions of these recurring, of the endless trains of the faithless, of cities filled with the 
foolish. What good amid these, o me, o life?' Answer: that you are here. That life exists, and 
identity. That the powerful play goes on, and you may contribute a verse. That the powerful play 
goes on and you may contribute a verse. What will your verse be?” 
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

Ich bin ein Berliner Speech, June 26, 1963 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qg66TBS2_4k​ (2:35) 

I am proud to come to this city as the guest of your distinguished Mayor, who has symbolized 
throughout the world the fighting spirit of West Berlin. And I am proud to visit the Federal 
Republic with your distinguished Chancellor who for so many years has committed Germany to 
democracy and freedom and progress, and to come here in the company of my fellow 
American, General Clay, who has been in this city during its great moments of crisis and will 
come again if ever needed. 
 
Two thousand years ago the proudest boast was "civis Romanus sum". Today, in the world of 
freedom, the proudest boast is "Ich bin ein Berliner". 
 
I appreciate my interpreter translating my German! 
 
There are many people in the world who really don't understand, or say they don't, what is the 
great issue between the free world and the Communist world. Let them come to Berlin. There 
are some who say that communism is the wave of the future. Let them come to Berlin. And 
there are some who say in Europe and elsewhere we can work with the Communists. Let them 
come to Berlin. And there are even a few who say that it is true that communism is an evil 
system, but it permits us to make economic progress. Lass' sie nach Berlin kommen. Let them 
come to Berlin. 
 
Freedom has many difficulties and democracy is not perfect, but we have never had to put a 
wall up to keep our people in, to prevent them from leaving us. I want to say, on behalf of my 
countrymen, who live many miles away on the other side of the Atlantic, who are far distant from 
you, that they take the greatest pride that they have been able to share with you, even from a 
distance, the story of the last 18 years. I know of no town, no city, that has been besieged for 18 
years that still lives with the vitality and the force, and the hope and the determination of the city 
of West Berlin. While the wall is the most obvious and vivid demonstration of the failures of the 
Communist system, for all the world to see, we take no satisfaction in it, for it is, as your Mayor 
has said, an offense not only against history but an offense against humanity, separating 
families, dividing husbands and wives and brothers and sisters, and dividing a people who wish 
to be joined together. 
 
What is true of this city is true of Germany - real, lasting peace in Europe can never be assured 
as long as one German out of four is denied the elementary right of free men, and that is to 
make a free choice. In 18 years of peace and good faith, this generation of Germans has 
earned the right to be free, including the right to unite their families and their nation in lasting 
peace, with good will to all people. You live in a defended island of freedom, but your life is part 
of the main. So let me ask you as I close, to lift your eyes beyond the dangers of today, to the 
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hopes of tomorrow, beyond the freedom merely of this city of Berlin, or your country of 
Germany, to the advance of freedom everywhere, beyond the wall to the day of peace with 
justice, beyond yourselves and ourselves to all mankind. 
 
Freedom is indivisible, and when one man is enslaved, all are not free. When all are free, then 
we can look forward to that day when this city will be joined as one and this country and this 
great Continent of Europe in a peaceful and hopeful globe. When that day finally comes, as it 
will, the people of West Berlin can take sober satisfaction in the fact that they were in the front 
lines for almost two decades. 
 
All free men, wherever they may live, are citizens of Berlin, and, therefore, as a free man, I take 
pride in the words "Ich bin ein Berliner". 
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“The Great Dictator” 

Delivered by Charlie Chaplin 

1940 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibVpDhW6kDQ 

I’m sorry, but I don’t want to be an emperor. That’s not my business. I don’t want to rule or 
conquer anyone. I should like to help everyone - if possible - Jew, Gentile - black man - white. 
We all want to help one another. Human beings are like that. We want to live by each other’s 
happiness - not by each other’s misery. We don’t want to hate and despise one another. In this 
world there is room for everyone. And the good earth is rich and can provide for everyone. The 
way of life can be free and beautiful, but we have lost the way. 

Greed has poisoned men’s souls, has barricaded the world with hate, has goose-stepped us 
into misery and bloodshed. We have developed speed, but we have shut ourselves in. 
Machinery that gives abundance has left us in want. Our knowledge has made us cynical. Our 
cleverness, hard and unkind. We think too much and feel too little. More than machinery we 
need humanity. More than cleverness we need kindness and gentleness. Without these 
qualities, life will be violent and all will be lost…. 

The aeroplane and the radio have brought us closer together. The very nature of these 
inventions cries out for the goodness in men - cries out for universal brotherhood - for the unity 
of us all. Even now my voice is reaching millions throughout the world - millions of despairing 
men, women, and little children - victims of a system that makes men torture and imprison 
innocent people. 

 
To those who can hear me, I say - do not despair. The misery that is now upon us is but the 
passing of greed - the bitterness of men who fear the way of human progress. The hate of men 
will pass, and dictators die, and the power they took from the people will return to the people. 
And so long as men die, liberty will never perish. ….. 

Soldiers! don’t give yourselves to brutes - men who despise you - enslave you - who regiment 
your lives - tell you what to do - what to think and what to feel! Who drill you - diet you - treat you 
like cattle, use you as cannon fodder. Don’t give yourselves to these unnatural men - machine 
men with machine minds and machine hearts! You are not machines! You are not cattle! You 
are men! You have the love of humanity in your hearts! You don’t hate! Only the unloved hate - 
the unloved and the unnatural! Soldiers! Don’t fight for slavery! Fight for liberty! 

In the 17th Chapter of St Luke it is written: “the Kingdom of God is within man” - not one man 
nor a group of men, but in all men! In you! You, the people have the power - the power to create 
machines. The power to create happiness! You, the people, have the power to make this life 
free and beautiful, to make this life a wonderful adventure. 
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Then - in the name of democracy - let us use that power - let us all unite. Let us fight for a new 
world - a decent world that will give men a chance to work - that will give youth a future and old 
age a security. By the promise of these things, brutes have risen to power. But they lie! They do 
not fulfil that promise. They never will! 

Dictators free themselves but they enslave the people! Now let us fight to fulfil that promise! Let 
us fight to free the world - to do away with national barriers - to do away with greed, with hate 
and intolerance. Let us fight for a world of reason, a world where science and progress will lead 
to all men’s happiness. Soldiers! in the name of democracy, let us all unite! 
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Meryl Streep Golden Globe Award Speech 
 
2017 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EV8tsnRFUZw 
 
Please sit down. Thank you. I love you all. You’ll have to forgive me. I’ve lost my voice in 
screaming and lamentation this weekend. And I have lost my mind sometime earlier this year, 
so I have to read. 
 
Thank you, Hollywood Foreign Press. Just to pick up on what Hugh Laurie said: You and all of 
us in this room really belong to the most vilified segments in American society right now. Think 
about it: Hollywood, foreigners and the press. 
 
But who are we, and what is Hollywood anyway? It’s just a bunch of people from other places. I 
was born and raised and educated in the public schools of New Jersey. Viola was born in a 
sharecropper’s cabin in South Carolina, came up in Central Falls, Rhode Island; Sarah Paulson 
was born in Florida, raised by a single mom in Brooklyn. Sarah Jessica Parker was one of 
seven or eight kids in Ohio. Amy Adams was born in Vicenza, Italy. And Natalie Portman was 
born in Jerusalem. Where are their birth certificates? And the beautiful Ruth Negga was born in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, raised in London — no, in Ireland I do believe, and she’s here 
nominated for playing a girl in small-town Virginia. 
 
Ryan Gosling, like all of the nicest people, is Canadian, and Dev Patel was born in Kenya, 
raised in London, and is here playing an Indian raised in Tasmania. So Hollywood is crawling 
with outsiders and foreigners. And if we kick them all out you’ll have nothing to watch but 
football and mixed martial arts, which are not the arts. 
 
They gave me three seconds to say this, so: An actor’s only job is to enter the lives of people 
who are different from us, and let you feel what that feels like. And there were many, many, 
many powerful performances this year that did exactly that. Breathtaking, compassionate work. 
But there was one performance this year that stunned me. It sank its hooks in my heart. Not 
because it was good; there was nothing good about it. But it was effective and it did its job. It 
made its intended audience laugh, and show their teeth. It was that moment when the person 
asking to sit in the most respected seat in our country imitated a disabled reporter. Someone he 
outranked in privilege, power and the capacity to fight back. It kind of broke my heart when I 
saw it, and I still can’t get it out of my head, because it wasn’t in a movie. It was real life. And 
this instinct to humiliate, when it’s modeled by someone in the public platform, by someone 
powerful, it filters down into everybody’s life, because it kinda gives permission for other people 
to do the same thing. Disrespect invites disrespect, violence incites violence. And when the 
powerful use their position to bully others we all lose. O.K., go on with it. 
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O.K., this brings me to the press. We need the principled press to hold power to account, to call 
him on the carpet for every outrage. That’s why our founders enshrined the press and its 
freedoms in the Constitution. So I only ask the famously well-heeled Hollywood Foreign Press 
and all of us in our community to join me in supporting the Committee to Protect Journalists, 
because we’re gonna need them going forward, and they’ll need us to safeguard the truth. 
One more thing: Once, when I was standing around on the set one day, whining about 
something — you know we were gonna work through supper or the long hours or whatever, 
Tommy Lee Jones said to me, “Isn’t it such a privilege, Meryl, just to be an actor?” Yeah, it is, 
and we have to remind each other of the privilege and the responsibility of the act of empathy. 
We should all be proud of the work Hollywood honors here tonight. 
 
As my friend, the dear departed Princess Leia, said to me once, take your broken heart, make it 
into art. 
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George W. Bush Address after 9/11/2001 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vqP_KRhdm0 
 
Good evening.  
 
Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, our very freedom came under attack in a series of 
deliberate and deadly terrorist acts. The victims were in airplanes or in their offices: secretaries, 
business men and women, military and federal workers, moms and dads, friends and neighbors. 
Thousands of lives were suddenly ended by evil, despicable acts of terror. The pictures of 
airplanes flying into buildings, fires burning, huge -- huge structures collapsing have filled us 
with disbelief, terrible sadness, and a quiet, unyielding anger. These acts of mass murder were 
intended to frighten our nation into chaos and retreat. But they have failed. Our country is 
strong. 
 
A great people has been moved to defend a great nation. Terrorist attacks can shake the 
foundations of our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America. These 
acts shatter steel, but they cannot dent the steel of American resolve. America was targeted for 
attack because we're the brightest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the world. And no one 
will keep that light from shining. Today, our nation saw evil -- the very worst of human nature -- 
and we responded with the best of America. With the daring of our rescue workers, with the 
caring for strangers and neighbors who came to give blood and help in any way they could. 
Immediately following the first attack, I implemented our government's emergency response 
plans. Our military is powerful, and it's prepared. Our emergency teams are working in New 
York City and Washington D.C. to help with local rescue efforts. Our first priority is to get help to 
those who have been injured, and to take every precaution to protect our citizens at home and 
around the world from further attacks. The functions of our government continue without 
interruption. Federal agencies in Washington which had to be evacuated today are reopening 
for essential personnel tonight and will be open for business tomorrow. Our financial institutions 
remain strong, and the American economy will be open for business as well. 
 
The search is underway for those who were behind these evil acts. I have directed the full 
resources of our intelligence and law enforcement communities to find those responsible and to 
bring them to justice. We will make no distinction between the terrorists who committed these 
acts and those who harbor them. 
I appreciate so very much the members of Congress who have joined me in strongly 
condemning these attacks. And on behalf of the American people, I thank the many world 
leaders who have called to offer their condolences and assistance. America and our friends and 
allies join with all those who want peace and security in the world, and we stand together to win 
the war against terrorism. 
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Tonight, I ask for your prayers for all those who grieve, for the children whose worlds have been 
shattered, for all whose sense of safety and security has been threatened. And I pray they will 
be comforted by a Power greater than any of us, spoken through the ages in Psalm 23: 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil for you are with me. 
This is a day when all Americans from every walk of life unite in our resolve for justice and 
peace. America has stood down enemies before, and we will do so this time. None of us will 
ever forget this day, yet we go forward to defend freedom and all that is good and just in our 
world. 
 
Thank you. Good night. And God bless America. 
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Winston Churchill’s “We Shall Fight on the Beaches”  
 
1940, House of Commons 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkTw3_PmKtc 
 
June 4, 1940, House of Commons From the moment that the French defenses at Sedan and on 
the Meuse were broken at the end of the second week of May, only a rapid retreat to Amiens 
and the south could have saved the British and French Armies who had entered Belgium at the 
appeal of the Belgian King; but this strategic fact was not immediately realized. The French High 
Command hoped they would be able to close the gap, and the Armies of the north were under 
their orders. Moreover, a retirement of this kind would have involved almost certainly the 
destruction of the fine Belgian Army of over 20 divisions and the abandonment of the whole of 
Belgium. Therefore, when the force and scope of the German penetration were realized and 
when a new French Generalissimo, General Weygand, assumed command in place of General 
Gamelin, an effort was made by the French and British Armies in Belgium to keep on holding 
the right hand of the Belgians and to give their own right hand to a newly created French Army 
which was to have advanced across the Somme in great strength to grasp it. [...]  
 
Turning once again, and this time more generally, to the question of invasion, I would observe 
that there has never been a period in all these long centuries of which we boast when an 
absolute guarantee against invasion, still less against serious raids, could have been given to 
our people. In the days of Napoleon the same wind which would have carried his transports 
across the Channel might have driven away the blockading fleet. There was always the chance, 
and it is that chance which has excited and befooled the imaginations of many Continental 
tyrants. Many are the tales that are told. We are assured that novel methods will be adopted, 
and when we see the originality of malice, the ingenuity of aggression, which our enemy 
displays, we may certainly prepare ourselves for every kind of novel stratagem and every kind of 
brutal and treacherous maneuver. I think that no idea is so outlandish that it should not be 
considered and viewed with a searching, but at the same time, I hope, with a steady eye. We 
must never forget the solid assurances of sea power and those which belong to air power if it 
can be locally exercised. 
 
 I have, myself, full confidence that if all do their duty, if nothing is neglected, and if the best 
arrangements are made, as they are being made, we shall prove ourselves once again able to 
defend our Island home, to ride out the storm of war, and to outlive the menace of tyranny, if 
necessary for years, if necessary alone. At any rate, that is what we are going to try to do. That 
is the resolve of His Majesty's Government-every man of them. That is the will of Parliament and 
the nation. The British Empire and the French Republic, linked together in their cause and in 
their need, will defend to the death their native soil, aiding each other like good comrades to the 
utmost of their strength. Even though large tracts of Europe and many old and famous States 
have fallen or may fall into the grip of the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, we 
shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the 
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seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we 
shall defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight 
on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; 
we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this Island or a large 
part of it were subjugated and starving, then our Empire beyond the seas, armed and guarded 
by the British Fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God's good time, the New World, with 
all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the old. 
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“ To be or not to be” Speech 
 
Act III Scene I 
 
Hamlet, William Shakespeare 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EV4fF3rqWqQ 
 
 
To be, or not to be: that is the question: 
Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by opposing end them? To die: to sleep; 
No more; and by a sleep to say we end 
The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks 
That flesh is heir to, ‘tis a consummation 
Devoutly to be wish’d. To die, to sleep; 
To sleep: perchance to dream: ay, there’s the rub; 
For in that sleep of death what dreams may come 
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, 
Must give us pause: there’s the respect 
That makes calamity of so long life; 
For who would bear the whips and scorns of time, 
The oppressor’s wrong, the proud man’s contumely, 
The pangs of despised love, the law’s delay, 
The insolence of office and the spurns 
That patient merit of the unworthy takes, 
When he himself might his quietus make 
With a bare bodkin? who would fardels bear, 
To grunt and sweat under a weary life, 
But that the dread of something after death, 
The undiscover’d country from whose bourn 
No traveller returns, puzzles the will 
And makes us rather bear those ills we have 
Than fly to others that we know not of? 
Thus conscience does make cowards of us all; 
And thus the native hue of resolution 
Is sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought, 
And enterprises of great pith and moment 
With this regard their currents turn awry, 
And lose the name of action.—Soft you now! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EV4fF3rqWqQ


The fair Ophelia! Nymph, in thy orisons 

Be all my sins remember’d. 
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